The Missing Children’s Assistance Act (42 USC § 5771 et seq.)
§ 5771. Findings
The Congress hereby finds that —
(1) each year thousands of children are abducted or removed
from the control of a parent having legal custody without such parent’s
consent, under circumstances which immediately place them in grave
danger;
(2) many of these children are never reunited with their families;
(3) often there are no clues to the whereabouts of these
children;
(4) many missing children are at great risk of both physical harm
and sexual exploitation;
(5) in many cases, parents and local law enforcement officials
have neither the resources nor the expertise to mount expanded
search efforts;
(6) abducted children are frequently moved from one locality to
another, requiring the cooperation and coordination of local, State, and
Federal law enforcement efforts;
(7) on frequent occasions, law enforcement authorities quickly
exhaust all leads in missing children cases, and require assistance
from distant communities where the child may be located; and
(8) Federal assistance is urgently needed to coordinate and
assist in this interstate problem.
§ 5772. “Missing child” and “Administrator” defined
For the purpose of this subchapter —
(1) the term “missing child” means any individual less than 18
years of age whose whereabouts are unknown to such individual’s
legal custodian if —
(A) the circumstances surrounding such individual’s
disappearance indicate that such individual may possibly have
been removed by another from the control of such individual’s
legal custodian without such custodian’s consent; or
(B) the circumstances of the case strongly indicate that
such individual is likely to be abused or sexually exploited; and
(2) the term “Administrator” means the Administrator of the
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.
§ 5773. Duties and functions of the Administrator
(a) Description of activities.
The Administrator shall —

(1) issue such rules as the Administrator considers necessary or
appropriate to carry out this title;
(2) make such arrangements as may be necessary and
appropriate to facilitate effective coordination among all federally
funded programs relating to missing children (including the
preparation of an annual comprehensive plan for facilitating such
coordination);
(3) provide for the furnishing of information derived from the
national toll-free telephone line, established under subsection (b)(1),
to appropriate entities;
(4) provide adequate staff and agency resources which are
necessary to properly carry out the responsibilities pursuant to this
title; and
(5) not later than 180 days after the end of each fiscal year,
submit a report to the President, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the President pro tempore of the Senate —
(A) containing a comprehensive plan for facilitating
cooperation and
coordination in the succeeding fiscal year among all agencies and
organizations with responsibilities related to missing children;
(B) identifying and summarizing effective models of
Federal, State, and local coordination and cooperation in locating
and recovering missing children;
(C) identifying and summarizing effective program models
that provide treatment, counseling, or other aid to parents of
missing children or to children who have been the victims of
abduction;
(D) describing how the Administrator satisfied the
requirements of paragraph (4) in the preceding fiscal year;
(E) describing in detail the number and types of telephone
calls received in the preceding fiscal year over the national tollfree telephone line established under subsection (b)(1)(A) and
the number and types of communications referred to the
national communications system established under section §
5712a of this title;
(F) describing in detail the activities in the preceding fiscal
year of the national resource center and clearinghouse
established under subsection (b)(2);
(G) describing all the programs for which assistance was
provided under § 5775 of this title in the preceding fiscal year;
(H) summarizing the results of all research completed in
the preceding year for which assistance was provided at any
time under this title; and

(I) (i) identifying each clearinghouse with respect to which
assistance is provided under section § 5775(a)(9) of this title in
the preceding fiscal year;
(ii) describing the activities carried out by such
clearinghouse in such fiscal year;
(iii) specifying the types and amounts of assistance
(other than assistance under section 5775(a)(9) of this title)
received by such clearinghouse in such fiscal year; and
(iv) specifying the number and types of missing children
cases handled (and the number of such cases resolved) by such
clearinghouse in such fiscal year and summarizing the
circumstances of each such cases [case].
(b) Establishment of toll-free telephone line and national resource
center and clearinghouse; national incidence studies; use of school
records and birth certificates.
The Administrator, either by making grants to or entering into
contracts with public agencies or nonprofit private agencies, shall —
(1) (A) establish and operate a national 24-hour toll-free
telephone line by which individuals may report information regarding
the location of any missing child, or other child 13 years of age or
younger whose whereabouts are unknown to such child’s legal
custodian, and request information pertaining to procedures necessary
to reunite such child with such child’s legal custodian; and
(B) coordinating [coordinate] the operation of such telephone
line with the operation of the national communications system
established under section § 5712a of this title;
(2) establish and operate a national resource center and
clearinghouse designed —
(A) to provide to State and local governments, public and
private nonprofit agencies, and individuals information regarding —
(i) free or low-cost legal, restaurant, lodging, and
transportation services that are available for the benefit of
missing children and their families; and
(ii) the existence and nature of programs being carried out
by Federal agencies to assist missing children and their families;
(B) to coordinate public and private programs which locate,
recover, or reunite missing children with their legal custodians;
(C) to disseminate nationally information about innovative and
model missing children’s programs, services, and legislation; and
(D) to provide technical assistance and training to lawenforcement agencies, State and local governments, elements of the
criminal justice system, public and private nonprofit agencies, and
individuals in the prevention, investigation, prosecution, and treatment
of the missing and exploited child case and in locating and recovering

missing children; [and]
(3) periodically conduct national incidence studies to determine
for a given year the actual number of children reported missing each
year, the number of children who are victims of abduction by
strangers, the number of children who are the victims of parental
kidnappings, and the number of children who are recovered each year;
and
(4) provide to State and local governments, public and private
nonprofit agencies, and individuals information to facilitate the lawful
use of school records and birth certificates to identify and locate
missing children.
(c) Independent status of other federal agencies. Nothing contained in
this title shall be construed to grant to the Administrator any law
enforcement responsibility or supervisory authority over any other
Federal agency.
§ 5774. Repealed. Pub. L. 100-690, title VII, Sec. 7286, Nov.
18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4460
§ 5775. Grants
(a) Authority of Administrator; description of research, demonstration
projects, and service programs. The Administrator is authorized to
make grants to and enter into contracts with public agencies or
nonprofit private organizations, or combinations thereof, for research,
demonstration projects, or service programs designed —
(1) to educate parents, children, and community agencies and
organizations in ways to prevent the abduction and sexual exploitation
of children;
(2) to provide information to assist in the locating and return of
missing children;
(3) to aid communities in the collection of materials which would
be useful to parents in assisting others in the identification of missing
children;
(4) to increase knowledge of and develop effective treatment
pertaining to the psychological consequences, on both parents and
children, of —
(A) the abduction of a child, both during the period of
disappearance and after the child is recovered; and
(B) the sexual exploitation of a missing child;
(5) to collect detailed data from selected States or localities on
the actual investigative practices utilized by law-enforcement agencies
in missing children’s cases;
(6) to address the particular needs of missing children by
minimizing the negative impact of judicial and law enforcement
procedures on children who are victims of abuse or sexual exploitation

and by promoting the active participation of children and their families
in cases involving abuse or sexual exploitation of children;
(7) to address the needs of missing children (as defined in
section 5772(1)(A) of this title) and their families following the
recovery of such children;
(8) to reduce the likelihood that individuals under 18 years of
age will be removed from the control of such individuals’ legal
custodians without such custodians’ consent; and
(9) to establish or operate statewide clearinghouses to assist in
locating and recovering missing children.
(b) Priorities of grant applicants.
In considering grant applications under this subchapter, the
Administrator shall give priority to applicants who —
(1) have demonstrated or demonstrate ability in —
(A) locating missing children or locating and reuniting
missing children with their legal custodians;
(B) providing other services to missing children or their
families; or
(C) conducting research relating to missing children; and
(2) with respect to subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1),
substantially utilize volunteer assistance. The Administrator shall give
first priority to applicants qualifying under subparagraphs (A) and (B)
of paragraph (1)....
(d) Non-Federal fund expenditures requisite for receipt of Federal
assistance. In order to receive assistance under this subchapter for a
fiscal year, applicants shall give assurance that they will expend, to
the greatest extent practicable, for such fiscal year an amount of
funds (without regard to any funds received under any Federal law)
that is not less than the amount of funds they received in the
preceding fiscal year from State, local, and private sources.
§ 5776. Criteria for grants
(a) Establishment of priorities and criteria; publication in Federal
Register. In carrying out the programs authorized by this subchapter,
the Administrator shall establish —
(1) annual research, demonstration, and service program
priorities for making grants and contracts pursuant to section 5775 of
this title; and
(2) criteria based on merit for making such grants and contracts.
Not less than 60 days before establishing such priorities and criteria,
the Administrator shall publish in the Federal Register for public
comment a statement of such proposed priorities and criteria.
(b) Competitive selection process for grant or contract exceeding
$50,000. No grant or contract exceeding $50,000 shall be made under

this subchapter unless the grantee or contractor has been selected by
a competitive process which includes public announcement of the
availability of funds for such grant or contract, general criteria for the
selection of recipients or contractors, and a description of the
application process and application review process.
(c) Multiple grants or contracts to same grantee or contractor. Multiple
grants or contracts to the same grantee or contractor within any 1
year to support activities having the same general purpose shall be
deemed to be a single grant for the purpose of this subsection,
but multiple grants or contracts to the same grantee or contractor to
support clearly distinct activities shall be considered separate grants or
contractors [contracts].
§ 5776a. Missing and Exploited Children’s Task Force
[Repealed. Pub. L. 105-314, Title
VII, Sec. 703(g), Oct. 30, 1998, 112 Stat. 2989.]
§ 5777. Authorization of appropriations
(a) In general. To carry out the provisions of this title, there are
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for
fiscal years 1997 through 2001.
(b) Evaluation. The Administrator may use not more than 5 percent of
the amount appropriated for a fiscal year under subsection (a) to
conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of the programs and
activities established and operated under this title.
§ 5778. Special study and report on obstacles to recovery of
children. [Repealed by P.L.
104-235, Title II, Subtitle D, Sec. 231(b), Oct. 3, 1996, 110
Stat. 3092.]

